Problem definition and Purpose: Population immigration and emigration play important roles in U.S. economic reform and development (Schulte, 2011) . Between 2000 and 2010, the U.S. Latino population grew four times faster than the white, non-Latino segment. This reflects an increase of 15.2 million of the 27.3 million total U.S. population (United States Census Bureau, 2011). These Latino newcomers are widespread across urban and rural areas of the United States. In Iowa, immigrants have revitalized communities in many ways, such as the infusion of different cultural perspectives and strengthening of the workforce (Gibney & Fisher, 2014) . The purpose of this study was to: 1) analyze perceived barriers and opportunities to business ownership for Latina BCEs selling apparel and textile related products in selected urban and rural communities of Iowa, and 2) gain insight into BCEs potential impact on community and economic development.
Method: Using a case study approach (Yin, 1984) , semi-structured in-depth interviews (N=3) were conducted in selected Iowa communities to explore the above-mentioned purpose. Participants were purposely selected with the assistance of Extension professionals who worked closely with Hispanic community members. The sample consisted of one Latina BCE who owned a handcraft business in a rural Iowa community, and two Latina BCEs from an urban community of Iowa and operated a handcraft and Quinceañera apparel store respectively.
